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Ton van der Linden, previous member of the EFSA Panel on Plant Protection Products and their Residues (PPR) passed away suddenly on 25 January 2018 at the age of 60. Ton contributed to EFSA\'s work since 2008.

Ton graduated in 1983 from Wageningen University with an honours degree in soil science. From 1983 to 1986, he worked as a scientist at the Wageningen Institute for the Application of Nuclear Energy in Agriculture (ITAL). In 1986, he started working at the National Institute for Public Health and Environment. It was there that he formed his long‐standing interest and made of it a career in pesticide fate and modelling. Ton liked to think in scientifically sound but practical ways. As a son of a farmer, he had great knowledge of farming practices. This coupled with his knowledge of pesticide fate and modelling made him a rare and valuable person. In the Netherlands, he was known as a 'walking encyclopaedia'.

Ton\'s main drive was to contribute to improving the scientific quality of regulatory risk assessment. In 1989, he contributed to the development of one of the first pesticide leaching scenarios used for regulatory purposes. This dramatically improved the decision‐making process: before that time, decisions on authorisation of plant protection products were made on an ad hoc basis by the Dutch Ministries. In 1992, Ton was one of the people who took the initiative to start the FOrum for the Co‐ordination of Pesticide Fate Models and their Use (FOCUS). In this context, Ton contributed to a working group on soil, a working group on establishing leaching scenarios for the European Union (EU) and a working group on degradation kinetics. With some modifications, this work is still being used in the regulatory process in the EU today. Ton was also one of the group members who took the initiative to develop a spatially distributed version of a pesticide leaching model. This development formed the basis of modern risk assessment in the exposure area. It was a significant breakthrough because it made the calculation of frequency distributions of the leaching concentration and the development of statistically sound exposure scenarios possible.

Ton was a member of the PPR Panel from 2009 to 2015. He was actively involved in discussing, reviewing and peer reviewing of PPR Opinions and EFSA Guidance. He was a member and sometimes chair of five EFSA PPR working groups including a working group on emissions of plant protection products from covered crops, a working group on persistence in soil and a working group on the use of FOCUS scenarios in risk assessment at the EU and national level. At the time of his death, he was still an active member of the working group mandated to review the guidance that governs our approach to time‐dependent sorption in environmental risk assessment. Ton put a lot of effort into these working groups and was committed to achieving the highest possible quality.

Ton was very popular with colleagues of the PPR Panel and Working Groups as well as EFSA staff, not least for his collaborative attitude. With Ton\'s passing, EFSA has lost an outstanding scientist and a loyal and friendly colleague. We have been strongly motivated by Ton\'s example and will aim to continue the good progress that he has achieved.
